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How has the ability to write 

eloquently and effectively impacted 

your own life and experience? 

How has it been valuable? 

How did you LEARN to write? 

Palate Cleanser  
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ÅWhat is high quality, standards-aligned writing?

ÅWhat are changes in practice (inputs) necessary to move towards high quality 

writing, and how do we implement them? 

ÅWhere can we begin with system change, and how can we collaborate around 

this goal? 

Essential Questions 
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ÅIdentify significant aspects of high quality 

writing 

ÅExplore the standards and student work 

samples to identify the tenets of high -quality 

writing

ÅExplore the shifts in practice (the òinputsó) 

needed to guide students towards high 

quality writing 

Todayõs Objectives 



/ 6

Introduction 

The Connection between Reading and Learning

Defining High Quality Writing 

Implementing A Strong Writing Task with ALL Students 

Agenda 



/ 7

ÅWhat is the purpose of taking the time to write about what we have read?

ÅWhy do we want students to write well?

Why is writing important? 
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ÅWriting allows us to process information, supports different learning styles, 

and activates different parts of our brain, including syntactical and word -

based learning.

ÅFormal and informal writing is essential to diverse classrooms, providing 

access and processing time, as well as the best way to formatively and 

summatively assess progress.  

Writing is essential to mental processing, and to access. 

òWriting is how students connect the dots in their knowledge.ó
National Writing Commission, 2003 
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òêstudents need to learn to use writing as a way of offering and supporting 

opinions, demonstrating understanding of the subjects they are studying, and 

conveying real and imagined experiences and events. 

They learn to appreciate that a key purpose of writing is to communicate clearly 

to an external, sometimes unfamiliar audience, and they begin to adapt the form 

and content of their writing to accomplish a task and purpose. 

They develop the capacity to build knowledge on a subject through research 

projects and to respond analytically to literary and informational sources. 

To meet these goals, students must devote significant time and effort to writing , 

producing numerous pieces over short and extended time frames throughout 

the year.ó 

Students need to learn to use writing to accomplish wide communication 

styles and abilities. 
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What differentiates high quality classroom writing from ineffective writing?

üPrepare to share one word to describe high quality classroom writing in the 

chatbox!

How can we attune teachers, and students, to the most important aspects of 

writing?

Not all writing is created equal. 
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1. Steeped in knowledge, usually through textual understanding, and based in 

evidence as well as experience. 

High Quality Writing isê
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Tenet 1. High quality writing is steeped in knowledge, usually through 

textual understanding, and based in evidence as well as experience. 

How does this 

Grade 6 sample 

show evidence of 

tenet #1?  
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2. Written to a purpose and audience 

High Quality Writing isê
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Tenet 2. High quality writing is written to a purpose and audience. 

In this Grade 3 

sample, what is the 

purpose? 

Who is the 

audience?

How can you tell 

from the writing? 
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3. Appropriately aligned to the standards 

The standards call for

ÅA balance of three types of writing

ÅResearch even in early grades

ÅWriting to sources

ÅIncreased sophistication 

òEach year in their writing, students should demonstrate increasing 

sophistication in all aspects of language use, from vocabulary and syntax to 

the development and organization of ideas, and they should address 

increasingly demanding content and sources.ó

ðCCSS

High Quality Writingê
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Tenet 3. High quality writing is appropriately aligned to the standards. 

Return to the 3rd

grade writing sample, 

òBeatriceõs Goató

What grade 3 

standards are 

addressing with this 

writing? 

http://www.corestand

ards.org/ELA-Literacy
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4. Reveals development on the part of the student 

High Quality Writingê
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Tenet 4: High quality writing reveals development on the part of the student. 

Read through these 

two samples on the 

same topic ðone 

from a 6th grade 

student, and one 

from 8 th grader. 

How do these two 

samples illustrate 

development on the 

part of the student, in 

knowledge and 

effective writing?  

Grade 6 Grade 8

The Effects of the Great 

Depression

The Great Depression 

affected the people that lived 

through it in many ways. The 

things at I am going to 

explain are some of the 

things that affected the 

people who lived through 

the Great Depression. Having 

barely any money was one of 

the things that affected 

them. Also having less 

supplies affected them too. 

Having to take care of kids 

too also might have affected 

the people during the Great 

Depression.

Dignity and Hope

The Great Depression. This 

notorious event put Americas 

hope to the test. Leaving 

Americans economically and 

mentally drained. The Great 

Depression devistated

America and will never be 

forgotten. If not for Franklin 

Delano Roosevelt and his 

beneficial "New Deal" who 

knows what  horride ruins 

would remain as a result of 

The Great Depression. 
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5. Strategically addresses language standards appropriate to the grade

High Quality Writingê
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Tenet 5. High quality writing strategically addresses language standards 

appropriate to the grade

Visit: 

http://www.corestandards.org

/ELA-Literacy/L/language-

progressive-skills/

And examine the vertical 

progression of the language 

standards. What do you 

notice?

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/language-progressive-skills/

