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Palate Cleanser

©

How has the ability to write
eloguently and effectively impacted
your own life and experience?

How has it been valuable?

How did you LEARN to write?
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Essential Questions

&

A What is high quality, standards-aligned writing?

A What are changes in practice (inputs) necessary to move towards high quality
writing, and how do we implement them?

A Where can we begin with system change, and how can we collaborate around
this goal?

(@ TNTP reimagine teaching /4



Todayos Objectives

A 1dentify significant aspects of high quality
writing

A Explore the standards and student work
samples to identify the tenets of high -quality
writing

AExplore the shifts in
needed to guide students towards high
quality writing
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Why is writing important?

©

A What is the purpose of taking the time to write about what we have read?

A Why do we want students to write well?
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Writing is essential to mental processing, and to access.

A Writing allows us to process information, supports different learning styles,
and activates different parts of our brain, including syntactical and word -
based learning.

A Formal and informal writing is essential to diverse classrooms, providing
access and processing time, as well as the best way to formatively and
summatively assess progress.
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Students need to learn to use writing to accomplish wide communication
styles and abilities.

Oéstudents need to |l earn to use writin
opinions, demonstrating understanding of the subjects they are studying, and
conveying real and imagined experiences and events.

They learn to appreciate that a key purpose of writing is to communicate clearly
to an external, sometimes unfamiliar audience, and they begin to adapt the form
and content of their writing to accomplish a task and purpose.

They develop the capacity to build knowledge on a subject through research
projects and to respond analytically to literary and informational sources.

To meet these goals, students must devote significant time and effort to writing
producing numerous pieces over short and extended time frames throughout
t he year . 6
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Not all writing is created equal.

What differentiates high quality classroom writing from ineffective writing?

U Prepare to share one word to describe high quality classroom writing in the
chatbox!

How can we attune teachers, and students, to the most important aspects of
writing?
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Hi gh Quality Writing i sé

1. Steeped in knowledge, usually through textual understanding, and based in
evidence as well as experience.
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Tenet 1. High quality writing is steeped in knowledge, usually through
textual understanding, and based in evidence as well as experience.

If animals can use tools, they must be smart. For instance, a cow
named Betty made a hook out of a piece of metal wire. That’s obviously
pretty smart but she didn’t stop there. She then used the hook to get treats
out of a glass tube. I think this is smart because Betty figured out how to
make a tool to get something she wanted. Another smart animal who used a

tool was Fu Manchu the Orangutan. Fu Manchu first traded Food for wire @

with another orangutan and then he hid it in his mouth until the right time.

Then he used the wire as a tool to pick the lock on his cage and escape. | How does this
Grade 6 sample

show evidence of
tenet #17

think this shows Fu Manchu was smart because he used a tool and he

outsmarted humans by escaping from his cage.

Animals who communicate might be even smarter than animals
who use tools. For instance one clever gorilla actually learned sign
language! Not only that but she started making her own signs. This showed
scientists that she was trying to communicate her thoughts, which takes big
brainpower. I think this is smart because when Koko made her own signs it

showed that she wasn’t just memorizing signs, she was thinking and

making her own signs. Another smart animal who could understand
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Hi gh Quality Writing i sé

2. Written to a purpose and audience
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Tenet 2. High quality writing is written to a purpose and audience.

Beatrice’s Goat
Beatrice’s Goat by Page McBrier is about a girl named Beatrice who
got a very special gift. Beatrice lived in Africa in a poor village. Beatrice
wanted to go to school but her family did not have the money to send her.
Her family needed a roof that didn’t leak, healthy food for the children and
money.

An organization called Heifer International gave Beatrice’s family a

goat named Mugisa and she got everything she needed.

Before Mugisa came Beatrice’s family did not have healthy food Mugisa
gave her milk to drink so the family was much healthier. Before Mugisa
came Beatrice had to work and still had little money. Mugisa gave them
milk to sell. Now her family has money to buy the tings they need. She
even got money to buy a uniform and a slate. Now she can get an

education!

©

In this Grade 3
sample, what is the
purpose?

Who is the
audience?

How can you tell
from the writing?
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Hi gh Quality Writingé
3. Appropriately aligned to the standards

The standards call for
A A balance of three types of writing
A Research even in early grades
A Writing to sources
A Increased sophistication

d CCSS
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Tenet 3. High quality writing is appropriately aligned to the standards.

Beatrice’s Goat
Beatrice’s Goat by Page McBrier is about a girl named Beatrice who
got a very special gift. Beatrice lived in Africa in a poor village. Beatrice
wanted to go to school but her family did not have the money to send her.
Her family needed a roof that didn’t leak, healthy food for the children and
money.

An organization called Heifer International gave Beatrice’s family a

goat named Mugisa and she got everything she needed.

Before Mugisa came Beatrice’s family did not have healthy food Mugisa
gave her milk to drink so the family was much healthier. Before Mugisa
came Beatrice had to work and still had little money. Mugisa gave them
milk to sell. Now her family has money to buy the tings they need. She
even got money to buy a uniform and a slate. Now she can get an

education!

&

Return to the 3™
grade writing sample,
oBeatrice

What grade 3
standards are
addressing with this
writing?

http://www.corestand
ards.org/ELA Literacy
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Hi gh Quality Writingé

4. Reveals development on the part of the student
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Tenet 4: High quality writing reveals development on the part of the student.

Grade 6

The Effects of the Great
Depression

The Great Depression
affected the people that lived
through it in many ways. The
things at | am going to
explain are some of the
things that affected the
people who lived through

the Great Depression. Having
barely any money was one of
the things that affected

them. Also having less
supplies affected them too.
Having to take care of kids
too also might have affected
the people during the Great
Depression.

Grade 8

Dignity and Hope

The Great Depression. This
notorious event put Americas
hope to the test. Leaving
Americans economically and
mentally drained. The Great
Depressiondevistated
America and will never be
forgotten. If not for Franklin
Delano Roosevelt and his
beneficial "New Deal" who
knows what horride ruins
would remain as a result of
The Great Depression.

Read through these
two samples on the
same topic d one
from a 6™ grade
student, and one
from 8 grader.

How do these two
samples illustrate
development on the
part of the student, in
knowledge and
effective writing?
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Hi gh Quality Writingé

5. Strategically addresseslanguage standards appropriate to the grade
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Tenet 5. High quality writing strategically addresses
appropriate to the grade

&

Visit:
http://www.corestandards.org
[ELA:Literacy/L/lanquage-
progressive-skills/

And examine the vertical
progression of the language
standards. What do you
notice?

language standards
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/language-progressive-skills/

